VII.

NOTES ON THE ANNALS OF THE COINAGE OF
SCOTLAND.

No. II.

FROM the death of Alexander III., in 1286, to the com-
mencement of the reign of David II., there is almost an
entire blank in the numismatic annals of the country.
For nearly seventy years we have little or no historical
trace of what was done in the matter of money. No acts
of Parliament relating to the coinage have been preserved,
nor any records of the mint, nor any accounts of the
moneyers; and I have been unable to discover in the annals,
chronicles, and historical documents, which are still
extant, any notice or reference throwing any light on this
period.

But though no historical evidence is at present avail-
able, we know from the coins which exist that considerable
coinages must have taken* place. The pennies and half-
pennies bearing the name of John are comparatively
numerous, considering the length of his reign; and
though no difficulty or doubt exists as to their appropria-
tion, there are several points on which it would be of the
highest interest to the Scottish Numismatist to have some
light thrown by history* The mint of St. Andrew's
appears for the first and last time in the Scottish series